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ae Growth Summit at C.H.S. 


Stephanie Blossom 
News Editor 


The Cottonwood High 
School auditorium had been 
transformed. Technical 
equipment, wires, televi- 
sions, lights and security 
guards were everywhere 
No, it wasn’ta taping of “The 
Price is Right”, it was the 
Utah Growth Summit spon- 
sored by Governor Michael 
Leavitt. 

Utah is one of the fas' 
est growing states in the U. 
Due to the concerns raised 
by individuals of the state, 
Governor Leavitt held a 
growth conference. The con- 
ference was held here at 
Cottonwood High School on 
December sixth and seventh. 
The issues of water, roads, 
education, and open space 
were all major focuses for the 
nights of the conference. 

The purpose of the con- 
ference was to hear and di 
cuss the concerns of the citi- 
zens of Utah or people from 
other states who did not 
want to see what had hap- 
pened to their state happen 
to Utah. From those who 
wanted to see more urban- 
ization in the rural areas of 
Utah, no light rail, lower 
taxes, and conservation of 
Utah’s water, all voices were 
represented and wanting the 
governor to hear their con- 
cerns. For those of you who 
missed the conference, it was 
coordinated in this manner: 
There was a panel, com- 
posed of both Republican 
and Democratic law makers. 
The panel included Gover- 
nor Leavitt, Sen. Scott 
Howell from the Utah Sen- 
ate, and Cottonwood alum- 
nus Frank Piganelli, the mi- 
nority whip for the Utah 
House of Representatives. 
The panel was to present the 
policies of the two major po- 
litical parties here in Utah, 
Republicans and Democrats, 
for the issues presented that 
night. One of the nights’ top- 
ics were water, wilderness 
versus urbanization for 
Utah’s protected lands, and 
transportation. People came 
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‘ 
After the completion of the first night of the Utah Growth Summit, held at Cottonwood High 


with their questions for the 
panel and were chosen be- 
fore the cameras went on. 
Their questions were sup- 
posed to reflect concerns of 
Utah citizens or even a po- 
litical action group. Leavitt's 
staff explained that it was 
done this way so there 
would be some order and 
questions dealing with the 
specific issues that were pre- 
sented that night. 

However, order was in 
short supply near the end of 
the conference. During the 
governor’s closing com- 
ments on growth overall in 
Utah, some light rail oppo- 
nents were loudly chanting, 
“No light rail, no light rail.” 
Throughout the night the 
group had been passing out 
fliers,held up signs, and 
stopped and talked to any- 
‘one who would walk past 
them. Late, ina personal in- 
terview, Governor Leavitt 
said he thought the groups’ 
actions were their opinions 
and they had a right to ex- 
press them but felt,”it was 
very rude of them.” Other 
comments were also ex- 
pressed. It seemed that most 
people there were against 
tax, for better highways, for 
increased costs for water for 


School, Governor Michael Leavitt took some time to "hang" out with some Cottonwood students. 


users, and wanted Utah wil- 
derness to stay Utah wilder- 
ness. 

However, with an in- 
crease in growth here in Utah 
comes the obvious, an in- 
crease in the number of 
school age children here in 
the state. The Salt Lake Tri- 
bune reports that over half of 
the increase is due to births 
here in Utah, and not neces- 
sarily from people moving 
into the state. In fact, it is 
projected that Utah will have 
a population of two million 
people by the year 2000. 


N.H.S. Trick or 


David Walter 
Editor In Chief. 


The National Honor 
Society is a nationally char- 
tered organization that com- 
mends students with high 
scholastic achievement and 
helps to provide them with 
opportunities to contribute 
to the community. This year 
the National Honor Society 
got off to a great start with 
over 150 students showing 
up at the induction cer- 
emony. Any junior or senior 
with a cumulative G.P.A. of 
3.700 or higher is eligible to 
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With this in mind, I 
asked the governor about 
what his plans were to make 
education more of a priority 
here in Utah. The Governor 
remarked, “In my new bud- 
get, which will be out De- 
cember 12, is my new plan 
for education. There is more 
money there for education 
than ever before.” When 
asked about the Education 
2000 program, which is a 
nationwide program that fo- 
cuses on preparing students, 
Governor Leavitt com- 
mented that, “The program 


be a member of the N.H.S. 
This year’s N.H.S. officers 
are Tiffini Christensen, Presi- 
dent; David Walter, Vi 
President; Camie Platt, His- 
torian; Laura Carter, Secre- 
tary; and Cody Dingus, Trea- 
surer. 

This year the N.H.S. 
has also implemented a new 
point system. Each N.H.S. 
member earns one to five 
points for attending various 
meetings and participating. 
In order to wear the honors 
cords at graduation, seniors 
must earn at least ten points 
by the end of the year. 


is still intact and will be used 
to help achieve some of the 
goals for achievement in 
Utah schools.” Finally | 
asked the governor if he had 
one great idea to be imple- 
mented in schools all over 
Utah what it would be. He 
d, “Knowledge of 
how to use the Internet 
Computer literacy is a neces- 
sity for the upcoming cen- 
tury, and I wantall Utah stu- 
dents to be able to compete 
in a technologically ad- 
vanced world.” 

I then went to Frank 
Piganelli, who along with 
Scott Howell reflected the 
Democratic viewpoint of the 
issues discussed at that 
night's conference. When 
asked about education, Mr. 
Piganelli felt the Democrats 
proposal would be more ef- 
fective to help ease the 
crowded classrooms and the 
lack of books, funds and time 
for Utah teachers. He also 
wished Cottonwood good 
luck and resounded a hearty, 
“GO COLTS!” 

With the implementa- 
tion of the governor's pro- 
posed programs, the strain 
of growth may not be felt by 
Utah students and educators 
as much. Hopefully the 
problems presented at the 
summit will be solved with 
cooperation. It takes in- 
formed citizens who are will- 
ing to get involved and law 
makers that who listen. 


Treat 


The NHS. performed 
their first service project, 
“Trick or Treating for Food,” 
during the month of October. 
Mrs. Bergstrom’s class col- 
lected the most food with a 
total of 310 cans, winning 
them a pizza party. The 
whole school collected more 
than 1300 cans. 

Mrs. Watson, the 
N.HS. advisor, and all the 
officers are very impressed 
and excited about the huge 
amount of student-body par- 
ticipation, The N.H.S. is 
looking forward toa fun and 
successful year. 
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December 21 

* Winter Recess begins 

* Girls BB, Alta here 

1996 

Januray 1 

* School Reconvenes 

January 5 

* Boys BB @ Skyline 

January 9 

* Girls BB @ Skyline 

January 11 

* Girls BB, Bountiful here 

January 12 

* Boys BB, Bountiful here 

January 18 

* Girls BB, Davis here 

January 19 

* 2nd Quarter Ends 

* Boys BB, Davis here 

January 25 

* Girls BB @ Viewmont 

* Cottonwood Jass Festival 
Auditorium 

January 26 

* Boys BB @ Viewmont 

January 27 

* Girls BB, Judge here 

January 30 

* Boys BB, Highland here 

February 1 

* Girls BB, Highland here 

February 2 

* Boys BB, Skyline here 
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Women's Studies Makes 
Impact at Cottonwood 


Karyn Heino 
Staff Writer 


Notice has been taken of stu- 
dents roaming Cottonwood, con- 
ducting observations for the 
womens’ studies class. They're par- 
ticipating in a course which is a pi- 
lot program in our school. Accord- 
ing to Ms. Claudia Wright, who 
teaches the class, the purpose of 
women’s studies is to explore and 
study the “lives and problems of 
women.” 

Currently, students of women’s 
history are exploring different mes- 
sages and trends in advertising. 
Throughout the semester, the course 
explores relationships, psychology, 
sociology, media, careers, literature, 
and other women’s issues. Women’s 
studies, according to student Laura 
Keller, is a “study of how society 
functions around the men and 
women in it.” The studies also ex- 
pose many issues which seem hid- 
den, making “the invisible visible” 
says Angel McGibbons. 

Through their recent observa- 
tions, the students have also noticed 
extremely different attitudes con- 
cerning; the treatment and recogni- 


Children in High School 


Cara Varallo 


Staff Writer 


Who said high school has to be 
all big kids? For fifty dollars a 
month, parents can drop their chil- 
dren of ages three to five off at Cot- 
tonwood High School Monday: 
through Wednesday for pre-school. 

These twelve children come 
here from 9:00A.M. to 12:30 P.M. to 
greet twenty of our juniors and se- 
niors who take care of these young, 
Colt Kids. The kids play games, read 
stories, and even study letters, num- 
bers, and social studies (and we all 
thought pre-school was fun and 
games). There is a regular teacher 


named Mrs. Frazier who comes in 
every day for a familiar face to the 
kids. Mrs Culley has run this pre- 
school for about eight years with the 
help of our students. 

The students seem to enjoy it 
too. When I interviewed Amy 
Combs, (one of the many seniors 
who takes care of our young Colt 
Kids), she stated, “It’s a fun learning, 
experience, and I enjoy working with 
the kids.” 

When I asked the young ones 
what they liked to do most while 
they're here, most of them said play- 
ing and making a mess. This may 
be a difficult job, but it has to be 
done! 


tion that females and males receive 
at Cottonwood. “All you have to 
do,” says Angie Farmer, “is walk 
down the halls” to recognize these 
attitudes. Research for the course led 
students to notice pictures displayed 
in the trophy cases, the positions of 
individuals in such pictures, ratios 
of female faculty to male faculty, ra- 
tios of female students to male stu- 
dents in certain courses, publicity of 
female sports teams compared to 
male sports teams, and the list goes 
on. Many students are intrigued and 
amazed at what they have learned 
and discovered. Krystal Martin re- 
marked that the studies have given 
her “a direction in a world of pre- 
dominate male dominance.” 
Racheal Moore comments that the 
class “opens your mind to how soci- 
ety views a man’s world verses a 
woman's world.” 

The women’s studies class has 
traditionally been composed of 
mostly female members. This can be 


due to two myths that usually sur- 
round women’s studies. The first is 
that only “feminists” need take the 
class, This is untrue, as Ms. Wright 
clarifies, “The studies are balanced 
and eclectic.” Besides, adds Angel 
McGibbons, “You don’t have to be a 
feminist to want to be equal.” The 
second myth is that the course title 
womens’ studies, means the class is 
only for girls, There have been as 
many as eight males taking the 
course and as few as none. Ms. 
Wright feels it is “very healthy” for 
young men to take the course. She 
tells them, “It’s not just a bunch of 
women getting together to complain 
about men.” 

This course is offered again 
next year, and anybody interested is 
eligible. Until then, do not be 
alarmed if current students of 
women’s studies are counting 
classes to take ratios, or gallivanting 
through the halls making other ob- 
servations. 


College Exchange 


Raina Dalby 
Staff Writer 

The Western Undergraduate 
Exchange, or W.U.E., allows high 
school students in 12 participating 
Western states to attend designated 
two year and four year institutions 
at a special, reduced tuition level. 

Proof of financial need is not 
required for kids wanting to receive 
W.U.E. tuition benefits. Basically a 
student in a participating state may 
exchange with you to attend a des- 
ignated Utah college while you at- 
tend a designated out-of-state col- 
lege. Both students pay resident tu- 
ition. 

The states involved with 
W.U.E. are: Alaska, Colorado, Ha- 
waii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New 
Mexico, North Dakota, Oregon, 
South Dakota, Utah, and Wyoming, 
In all programs, students attending 


with W.U.E. benefits pay a substan- 
tially lower tuition than non resident 
tuition, 

Not every institution in the 
listed participationg states is a part 
of the Western Exchange Program. If 
youare interested in more details re- 
garding W.U.E,, contact your coun- 
selor and set up an appointment. 

Many students from Cotton- 
wood want to attend out-of-state in- 
stitutions, but don’t want to live out 
of state for an extra year to acquire 
residency. W.U.E. gives the oppor- 
tunity for students to begin post high 
school education right after gradua- 
tion, Many students across the west 
take part in W.U.E. and have been 
satisfied with the program and re- 
sults, 

If you may be interested, you 
must get the information as soon as 
possible, even if you're not sure 
about joining the program. 
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Bagels Invade Utah By the Dozen 


Taura Carter 
Photography Editor 


Bagel lovers! On December 11, 
what was once Brackman Bros. Ba- 
gel Bakery opened as Einstein Bros. 
Bakery. Also to come are Big City 
Bagels, the Virginia-based Chesa- 
peake Bagel Bakery, and the Chi- 
cago-based Big Apple Bagels. Even 
the nation’s largest bagel chain, 


Breugger’s Bagel Bakery Corp. may 
be coming to Utah. 

Einstein Bros.’ 11 stores will 
have all made the change to the new 
company conceptby the end of Janu- 
ary. The change has come about be- 
cause of the teaming up of 
Brackman’s Bros. and two other ba- 
gel bakeries from Missouri and 
Florida. Those three companies took 
what they believed were the best fea- 


Altered News 


Cara Varallo 
Staff Writer 


Have you ever noticed that 
there are certain things we are not 
allowed, or society doesn’t want us 
to talk about in the news, whether 
in the newspaper, on the TY, or ra- 
dio? This unspoken rule mostly 
takes place in school newspapers, in 
school news broadcasts, or any other 
article or station a teenager may read 
and watch. If our peers have any- 
thing to say about it, the story will 
never be published or aired again. 
No matter what the kids are inter- 
ested in, it is up to others to decide 
what we may or may not read, 
watch, or hear, 

However, not all schools are as 
strict as others with this policy. Sky- 
line High’s rules are much more le- 
nient than others; they aren’t al- 
lowed to talk about sex (who is?), but 
they are allowed to talk about drugs 
as long as it doesn’t reflect on the 
school or anyone in it (no names). 
They can talk about abortion, but 
that issue is almost talked out. Sky- 
line follows the basic Granite District 
policy, which is really made of com- 
mon sense. 

The principal at Skyline, like 
other schools, leaves all of the deci- 
sions up to the editor, unless there is 
a poll taken, then hé likes to take a 
look at it. Some schools are afraid of 
ruining their image, such as Granite 
High; they like to be positive and 


really have no freedom of the press. 

Most of the Granite schools are 
open-minded, like Hunter High; 
they just don’t want to use personal 
names, which is understandable. 

Alotof the restrictions we have 
come from the parents; they read 
something they don’t like in the 
school newspaper or school news 
broadcast, they complain, and we 
never see or hear that subject writ- 
ten about or aired again. Most of the 
parents don’t realize they aren’t just 
blinding their children from the real 
world but themselves as well. 

Now, when it comes down to 
the public newspapers, the only real 
problem they run into is with the edi- 
torials and news. The editorials can 
geta little too controversial and news 
can get a little too descriptive with 
its murders, shootings, and rapes. 

So why do we hide the world 
from teenagers? We can’t just walk 
out of high school the night of gradu- 
ation to figure out we have a world 
full of teenage pregnancies, abor- 
tions, shootings, drugs, and gangs. 
Maybe if we let everyone see the 
world as it is, we wouldn’t have so 
many problems, or we'd have more 
people out trying to help them. 

If you are offended by articles 
written because of the laws called 
freedom of the press and freedom of 
speech, turn off the TV/radio or put 
down the newspaper; but don’t for- 
get, you can'tlive in the dark forever. 


All State Musicians 


Dan Cramer 
Staff Writer 


On Saturday, October 14, thou- 
sands of people came to the Taber- 
nacle on Temple Square to hear a 
performance from students around 
the state performing in All-State Or- 
chestra, Choir, or Band. 

The All-State concert featured 
students who had auditioned in 
March for the opportunity of per- 
forming. The music was passed out 
during the summer and rehearsal be- 
gan soon after. 

Everyone involved was ex- 
tremely dedicated to the group they 
were in. The week before the con- 
cert the rehearsals were very time- 
consuming. Thursday's rehearsal 
went from 4-10 P.M. On Friday, the 
rehearsal was all day, from 8 A.M. to 
10 P.M., with lunch and dinner 
breaks. All groups had one last re- 
hearsal in the Tabernacle on Satur- 
day. 


The rehearsal time was evi- 
dent. The pieces performed were 
spectacular. The orchestra played La 
Forza il Destino, Simple Symphony, and 
Symphony No. 4. The choir per- 
formed Coronation Anthem No. 1, A 
Hymn-to the Mother of God, Salve, 
Regina, and Where the Sun Will Never 
Go Down. The band played 
Lincolnshire Posy, Ghost Train, Lord of 
the Rings, Amazing Grace, and George 
Washington Bicentennial. All groups 
received standing ovations. 

Cottonwood had a fine show- 
ing in this year’s All-State. The 1995 
All-State members from Cotton- 
wood were: Orchestra, Corine 
Larson and Daniel Cramer; Choir, 
Robyn Urry, Mira Young, Amanda 
Savas, Lori Loveless, Angela Rex, 
Jaime Bell, Kristine Ekins, Michael 
Beck, Nate Everts, Richard Fullmer, 
Ryan Painter, James Stewart, and 
Paul Pehrson; Band, Matt Smith. 
Congratulations on a great perfor- 


mance. 


tures of each bakery and combined 
them to form the new concept of 
Einstein Bros. 

With bagels becoming easier to 
purchase, more and more Americans 
are buying them. Almostonebillion 
bagels were consumed last year, ac- 
cording to the American Institute of 
Baking. Itis estimated that the total 
number of bagels people eatin a year 


has risen from nine in 1988 to more 
than 15 bagels for every man, 
woman, and child in the country, as 
reported by the Salt Lake Tribune. 

So with all the new bagels com- 
ing to town, which ones will you 
prefer? Remember the next time you 
want a bagel, Rich’s Bagels has a 2 
for 1 bagel deal when you use your 
COLT CARD. 


Toys: Live or Dead? 


Dan Cramer 
Staff Writer 


Have you ever left your room 
and returned to find all of your 
things in different places? What if 
these objects had a life of their own? 
Disney explores this interesting 
question in their new movie, Toy 
Story. This movie is incredibly well- 
done and a delight to watch, 

The movie tells the story of a 
new toy coming to the room. All the 
toys are anxious to see what the new 
toy will be. The head toy Woody 
(voice provided by Tom Hanks), a 
cowboy figurine that talks when you 
pull his string, tries to calm the toys, 
but the anticipation mounts as Andy 
brings the toy into the room. The 
new arrival is Buzz Light-Year (Tim 
Allen), a figurine who believes he 
has crash-landed on a strange planet. 
Action heats up as both Woody and 
Buzz compete for the attention of 
their owner, Andy. 

Eventually Buzz and Woody 
are lost from the room and are forced 
to become partners in an attempt to 
return to the room. They are caught 
by the vicious toy torturer, neighbor 
Sid, and taken back to his room. 


They meet many mutant toys that 
Sid has created out of several others. 
The ending is very well done and 
keeps the audience on the edge of 
their seats throughout the entire se- 
quence. 

What impressed me the most 
was the computer animation. Pixar 
created the entire movie using com- 
puters, butit did not posses the jerk- 
ing or slow motion that I've seen 
with other computer-generated pro- 
ductions. The action kept moving, 
and there were points where it was 
difficult to tell the scenery wasn’t 
real. I think this will be the first ina 
long line of computer animated 
films. This computer animati 
could help Disney fulfil its promise 
to produce a full length cartoon ev- 
ery year. Seeing what the future 
holds for this line of media will be 
interesting. 

Toy Story isanincredibly made 
movie and a delight to watch. The 
characters are great, and there are 
plenty of gags to amuse both the 
young and old (the movie even 
pokes fun of The Lion King and Tim 
Allen’s TV series Home Improvement). 
This reviewer enjoyed the film and 
gives it two thumbs up. 


New Addition to C.H.S. 


Dan Reese 
Staff Writer 


It’s late at night, 3:00 A.M., 
November 3, to be exact, and Mrs. 
Watson goes into labor. She is rushed 
to St. Marks Hospital. Later that af- 
ternoon, an eight pound, eight ounce 
baby boy is brought into the world. 
This is her second child and second 
boy. Mrs. Gardner said it was very 
fortunate that Mrs. Watson had fin- 
ished her class grades for the first 
term the previous day. 

Before Mrs. Watson gave birth, 
various baby names were suggested 
to her. Many of her 5th period 
sophomores proposed the name 
Homer Watson, in honor of the 
Greek philosopher. However, 
though the names were very cre- 


ative, Mrs. Watson went with a more 
traditional name of Brett Matthew 
Watson. 

Incase you are unfamiliar with 
Mrs. Watson, she is a social studies 
teacher who teaches sophomore and 
sophomore honors world studies in 
room 212. She has been teaching 
here at Cottonwood for the past six 
years. Mrs. Camille Goodwin is the 
substitute teacher until Mrs. Watson 
returns. 

Mrs. Watson’s students wish 
her a speedy recovery and a healthy 
child. She is expected to return 
shortly after Christmas vacation next 
year. 
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Candles 


Patrick McGrew 
Staff Writer 


Many other holidays are cel- 
ebrated besides Christmas durin, 
the “Holiday Season’, Chan 
is animportant Jewish Holiday that’ 
is celebrated all over the world. 

Chanukkah, or the festival of 
lights, celebrates the defeat of 
Antiochus and his soldiers who! 
occupied Jerusalem, Inside the city, 
The Fenn le of Jerusalem stood as 
a place of peace. Inside there was 
a ner tamid, a light that always 
burned, and a gold vine with gold 
leaves and grapes hanging from it. 
The Temple was called the “House 
of God”, Antiochus and his sol- 
diers ruled Jerusalem and forced 
Jews to worship and obey Greek 
idols. Those who did not worshi 
the idols, or who lit Sabbat! 
candles and studied Jewish law 
were killed. The Jews who refused 
to worship the idols joined under 
an old priest Mattathias. They: 
fought the soldiers for many 
months. When Mattathias died, his} 
son Judah became their leader. 
Judah was called the Maccabee, the 
hammer. Under Judah, the 
Maccabees courageously fought. 
In the final battle there were more 
than six of the enemy for every 
Maccabee. But in the end, the 
mighty army of Antiochus was 
beaten. Judah led the army back 
toJerusalem, When they returned, 
they found the temple to be filled 
with overgrown weeds and gar- 
bage. They worked on cleaning the 
Temple, building new altars, new 
gates, and new doors. 

When it came time to light the 
ner tamid, the Maccabees ea only 
find one small jar of oil that would 
only last for one day, The oil mi- 
raculously burned for eight days. 
On the twenty-fifth day of the He- 
brew month of Kislev, the Temple: 
became again the “House of God.” 
The Jews prayed and celebrated for 
eight days. Then Judah declared 
that every year on the twenty-fifth 
day of Kislev, an eight day holiday 
would begin. The holiday would 
becalled Chanukkah, which means) 
dedication. 

Today, Jews celebrate 
Chanukkah by lighting eight 
candles, one for each night of 
Chanukkah. As the candles burn, 
they sing about the Chanukkah 
miracles. They eat latkes, potato 
pancakes fried in oil. And children 
playa game with a dreidel, a square 
spinning top. On each of the four 
sides of the dreidel is a different He- 
brew letter. They are the first four’ 
letters of the Hebrew sentence, nes 
gaol hayah sham, which means, “A 

reat miracle happened there.” 
hanukkah gelt, or money is given| 
during the dreidel games. 

Ever since the first 
Chanukkah, Jews have fought for’ 
the right to pray to God and live as 
Jews. And today, in certain parts of 
the world, Jews are still fighting for 
the very same thing. 
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appy, Holidays 


Bargain Shopping Spirit of 


Karyn Hsiao & Alisha Anderson 
Staff Writers 


During the winter holidays, 
we're all having regrets about spend- 
ing too much money during the year, 
and not saving to buy all the gifts 
that we need. Not to worry though, 
there actually are places out there 
that will be able to help out with this 
problem. You just need to know 
where to look, 

Thrift stores are one place were 
you can find excellent gifts at a re- 
ally cheap price, Clothing, shoes, 
antiques, records, books, dinner- 
ware, and furniture are scattered 
around in almost every thrift store. 
THRIFT TOWN, DESERET INDUS- 
TRIES, SALVATION ARMY , and of 
course the one and only SAVERS, 
America’s favorite thrift store, are a 
few of the many thrift stores in the 


Salt Lake Valley. 

Odd Lots features special bar- 
gains, close-outs, and discontinued 
items. Most have holiday finds like 
cosmetics, accesories, stationary, 
toys, and novelties. Some carry 
clothes and food, You may want to 
try JOBBERS ODD _ LOT, 
MACFRUGALS, or ALL-A-DOL- 
LAR. 

If you are really creative and 
like to make things to give to people, 
craft stores have a plethora of craft 
kits or art supplies for low prices. 
Anywhere like ZIMS’ or PIECE 
GOODS will give you an amazing 
deal, 

Remember the superstores 
which are marking down prices for 
holiday shoppers. SMITH AND 
EDWARD’S COUNTRY BOY 
STORE is having a toy sale, and AL- 
LIED also has bargains. 

Of course you can go to fancy 
department stores, but that would be 
a waste of time and money for some 
people. So visit the thrift store, odd 
lot, craft store, superstore, or bargain 
place nearest you. Live long and 
prosper. Have a great holiday sea- 


By Billy Rappleye 


Joy To the World of 


Vanessa Chang 


Staff Writer 


The Christmas season is famil- 
iar to all Americans. Families deco- 
rate the tree with all the sparkling or- 
naments that set it ablaze...no need 
for matches. Peoples’ spirits seem 
to soar with the holiday season as 
families get together for the tradi- 
tional feast. “All of this seems 
uniquely American, and it is to an 
extent, as one considers how the 
Christmas holiday is celebrated 
throughout the world. 

The scenario changes a bit as 
we go onto the mainland. Kids in 
France put their shoes in front of the 
fireplace to wait for Pére Noel, so he 
can fill them with gifts before head- 
ing off to midnight mass with their 
families, and afterwards the luscious 
feast known as le révillion. In front 
of their homes are usually little man- 
ger scenes as people cheer “Joyeaux 
Noel”! 

In Germany, it’s Saint Nicholas 
who hands out the goodies on the 
sixth of December to the sugar- 


crazed kids. Their St. Nick also gets 


letters from “good” youngsters 
about what they want to receive for 
their holiday gifts, since their gifts 
arrive under their Christmas tree 
decorated with candles and tinsel as 
the whole family nibbles on 
lebkuchen, a spicy cake and shouts 
“Frohliche Weihnachten” to their 
neighbors. 

After mass, people take to the 
streets to dance and sing during the 
holiday season in Spain. Almost all 
homes display the manger scene 
until January fifth, when kids put 
their shoes on a balcony or near a 
window for the spirits of the Wise 
Men to fill the shoes with small gifts 
as they did when they visited the 
infant Jesus. “Felice Navidad,” in- 
deed. 

When you walk down a street 
with presepios on every front lawn, 
and the smell of hot, freshly baked 
pattenone, you know you've just 
arrived in Italy. While the family 
prays and mother puts the bambino 
(baby Jesus) in the manger, almost 
all the children wait impatiently for 
La Befana, a kindly old witch who 
passes out gifts among the cries of 


Christmas 


Georgia Bollinger 
Staff Writer 


Bright lights flash in the spirit 
of the season, people are on every 
corner with bells, and Santas are tak- 
ing their orders for the big night. The 
spirited carolers make their way 
through the snow-covered neighbor- 
hoods. The overall spirit is soaring 
with electric pulsing lights 
different colors. But something isn’t 


several 


right. People are walking around 
doing last minute shopping without 
smiles. Thoughts race through their 
minds like a roller coaster on high 
speed; thoughts only of getting out 
of the shops and of not getting a 
parking ticket and of how much ev- 
erything costs. 

Where is the real spirit of 
Christmas? Why are people rushing 
through stores with only the thought 
of how much money they have to 
spend? What about the time spent 
with family and hanging ornaments 
on the tree and seeing the twinkle of 
your child’s eye when they see all the 
gifts Santa left on Christmas morn- 
ing? Where is the real spirit of 
Christmas? 


Diversity 


“Buon Natale!” 

In the Scandanavian countries 
kids don’t wait for Santa to rush 
down the chimney with gifts, but 
rather his helpful little elf, Julenissen 
to the Nordes and Danes, and 
Jultomten to the Swedes. Family 
togetherness is again evident when 
the rice pudding (julgrot) is eaten, 
and whoever finds the single almond 
will be blessed with good luck 
throughout the new year. On St. 
Lucia Day, the eldest daughter wears 
a white dress and wreath with 
lighted candles on top of her head 
while serving buns and coffee to her 
family in bed. 

The spirit of happiness comes 
in the form of family gatherings, and 
eager and impatient children occu- 
pying the streets of every city in the 
world that celebrates the Christmas 
holiday. The beautifully decorated 
towns and the smell of smoky fire- 
places occupy everyone's mind as 
the season comes rolling in, and in 
whatever language you state it, it's 
still, "Merry Christmas to all, and to 
alla good night.” 


Pag e5 December 21, 1995 Colt Roundy) 
A Cottonwood High School S P E CIAL 


°§ Winter Wishes 


Is There a Santa? 


Spirit of Giving 


Vanessa Chang & Patrick McGrew 
Staff Writers 


Along with the cries of holiday 
cheer and the shopping hysteria that 
seems to inhabit every mall in 
America, comes the extra boost of 
charity brought upon by the holiday 
spirit. Most people give canned 
goods, or volunteer their time to 
shelters to help out in “the season of 
giving”. Almost everyone sings the 
tune of “Joy to the World”. 

Many homeless people today 
are grateful for the help that people 
give during the holidays, but some 
are stepping forward to denounce 
the Christmas spirit. “People don’t 
always realize that the homeless 
problem exists throughout the year. 
T enjoy getting things from people, 
butit irritates me how some only ac- 
knowledge us during the holiday. I 
would feel better if we were only 
given half of what we are given at 
Christmas if the giving continued 
throughout the year,” one anony- 
mous face in the crowd stated, 


Helping during the holidays is 
a good thing to do, but how much 
good does it do when it doesn’t con- 
tinue throughout the whole year? 
This article isn’t about becoming a 
saint to all the homeless citizens in 
your area, it’s about realizing that the 
only way for your help to be substan- 
tial is to make it last. 

Despite the forgetfulness of 
most humans, many people our age 
enjoy buying a cup of coffee, or a 
meal for these “nameless faces” and 
actually talking to them, finding out 
who they are. After awhile, we come 
to realize that these aren’t just 
“nameless faces”, but people with a 
story to tell, and families they 
haven’t seen for many years. 

This year, try to put aside your 
hesitation for just one night and buy 
a cup of coffee or a meal for some- 
one who looks like they need one, 
and just listen. Maybe, that 99 cents 
you spent for it will last a lot longer 
than the $20 worth of canned goods 
your mom sent to the food bank this 
Christmas. 


Jennifer Miller 
Staff Writer. 

Every December, children the 
globe over acquire a firey gleam in 
their eyes, as their favorite jolly, fur- 
clad elf prepares for his midnight 
journey about the Earth, a journey 
which, ina single night will take him 
to the chimneys and homes of every 
child, in every city, state, and coun- 
try in the world. 

I’m sure we can all remember 
the distinct tingle in our blood and 
the shade of green we turned when 
we too believed that Father Chri: 
mas carried a gift or twelve in his 
bundle just for us. But is our loss of 
faith in the legend of Santa Claus 
merely a fundamental loss of inno- 
cence, or have we lost our ability to 
believe in something so pure, so 
simple, so real? 

It really goes undenied that 
upon this Earth there once dwelled 
such a Saint as Nicholas. Some of us 


“By Billy Rappleye 


used this to deny that Pere’ Noel was 
a myth, but how did this very real 
man evolve into the image, the very 
“Spirit of the Season?” 

Itjust so happens that the man, 
Nicholas, was a Dutch bishop whose 
good deeds were known throughout 
Holland. When he died, churches 
were erected in his honor, and for his 
worship. It came to be that a holi- 
day was proclaimed on December 
sixth (Nicholas’ birthday). As the 
Dutch became more devout in their 
worship of Sinterklaas, the children 
of the land would put their shoes 
outside their houses, in hopes that 
their behavior had been good 
enough that year that Sinterklaas 
would leave them candy and not 
merely switches. 

The belief in Saint Nicholas 
passed throughout most of Western 
and Northern Europe, and even fol- 
lowed the Dutch on their journey to 
the “New World.” 

Every year, sometime around 
December sixth (Saint Nicholas 
Day), people would draw them- 
selves into writing stories and poems 
about Saint Nicholas, out of which 
the “New World” created Santa 
Claus. From out of Holland’s 
Sinterklaas, clad in the robes of 
Bishop, sprang the “jolly old elf” of 
Clement C. Moore's “A Visit From 
Saint Nicholas.” 

As Christmas nears, we all 
have a song to sing for our Santa 
Claus, and somewhere in all of us, a 
belief in the childlike fantastic myth 
of Santa still survives. 


Cottonwood S 53 Most Wanted Gifts 


Dan Reese 
Staff Writer 


Gift giving is a great, fun, ex- 
citing, and uplifting experience. Gift 
giving and the warm feeling you 
have when you doit, 
in itself is its own re- 
ward. However, let's 
not forget how much 
we enjoy receiving 
gifts. I recently took 
a poll here at Cotton- 
wood asking stu- 
dents what the most 
popular gifts to give 
and get were. Here 
are the most wanted 
and most given gifts 
for this Christmas 
season; however, 
what people really 

t may be entirely 


Candy 


Spurn Goods 


covtapes 


omer 


Gin Crete 


which came in second for the most 
wanted presents, are much more 
probable gifts to see under your tree. 
Seventeen percent of the students I 
polled wanted money more than 
anything. CD’s and tapes came in 


friends and family. On the other 
hand, everyone likes music, and a 
CD would be appealing to nearly 
everyone. You can decide. The sec- 
ond most common things to give are 
clothes. For all you creativity-im- 


lieu of this, remember those who are 
less fortunate. You can be especially 
kind to others or provide service to 
those who need it. You can visit sick 
children at Primary Children’s Hos- 
pital or help serve food at the home- 

less shelter. This can 


The Most Popular Presents to Give 
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Polls taken by 173 Cottonwood students on November 13, 195 


ifferent. 

The most 
wanted presentis a car; yet, am very 
skeptical that a car with a red bow 
strapped around it will be sitting in 
your driveway come Christmas 
morning. It’s a nice wish, but not 
very realistic. However, clothes, 


next as the fourth most wanted pre- 
sents. 

The most popular gifts to give 
are CD‘s or tapes. This is the uncre- 
ative, easy way to get out of think- 
ing hard about what presents to give 


CD'vTapes (12.00%) 


‘Other (19.00%) 


‘Money (17.00%) 


_The Most Wanted Gifts 


Car (23.00%) 


‘Clothes (22.00%) 


be a very emotional, 
worthwhile experi- 
ence for anyone. 
This is the time 
of year when all 
people should be 
able to share the 
holidays with family 
and friends. Invite 
neighbors without 
family to share a din- 
ner with your family. 
If you don’t nor- 
mally give service, 
now isa perfect time 
to start getting in the 


paired people, gift certificates come 
in next at third place 

However, keep in mind that 
gifts don’t always have to be pur- 
chased to have the same positive ef- 
fect on others as well as yourself. In 


habit of doing it. Try 
to focus on what 
you're giving rather than what 
you're getting. Do what you deem 
necessary to make people feel wel- 
come, thought of, and happy this 
holiday season. 


FEATURE 
Winter 
Driving 


Karyn Hsiao 
Staff Writer 


Now that winter is upon Cot- 
tonwood, Old Man Frost is work- 
ing his magic on the roads and 
highways. It’s definitely no win- 
ter wonderland out there. Accord- 
ing to the National Highway Traf- 
fic Safety Administration, 175,000 
serious accidents, 700 of which will 
be fatal, will occur this year as a 
result of slippery, icy roads. Ex- 
actly 113.4 of the fatal accidents 
involve drivers age 16 to 20. As is 
already well-known, motor vehicle 
accidents are the leading cause of 
death among teenagers. 

By far, the easiest way to 
avoid accidents is to stay home. 
Many students at Cottonwood, 
however, do not have that choice. 
So it seems the hundreds who 
drive to school each day will have 
to get a grip on winter driving. 
Certain safety features such as anti- 
lock brakes, all-wheel drive, skid 
control, and intelligent cruise con- 
trol, which keep cars a safe distance 
apart, can make crash avoidance 
almost easy. However, the major- 
ity of vehicles in a high school 
parking lot may lack such features, 
The American Automobile Asso- 
ciation understands; follow their 
tips to maximize driving safely: 

-Get a pre-season checkup. 
It’s hard to drive with brakes and 
windshield wipers that don’t 
work. 

=Tend to your tires. Consider 
snow tires if you plan on driving 
ina lot of deep snow. 

-Keep an emergency kit in, 
your car. Also keep tire chains, 
booster cables, and flares handy. If 
your finances allow, consider own- 
ing something which can provide 
a level of security nothing else 
can—a cellular phone (many offer 
free road-side assistance). 

~Go slow and steady in traf- 
fic. This gives you more traction. 
Carry a bag of salt in your trunk 
for weight and to spread on your 
path in case you need more trac- 
tion. 

-Avoid sudden braking and 
rapid steering if you skid. Remem- 
ber to steer in the direction you 
skid and to ease off the brake or 
accelerator. 

-Wear your seat belt. Pretty 
obvious. A properly worn seat belt 
saves up to 42% of potential fatali- 
ties. 


For more tips on driving 
safely in winter weather, pick up 
the free brochure “How to Go on 
Ice and Snow” at the local AAA 
office. 

Just by being alert and cau- 
tious (and awake), everyone and 
every car should safely survive this 
winter. Be sensitive and consider- 
ate to other drivers who may need 
some assistance or a cellular 
phone. Few things are more im- 
portant than “arriving alive.” 
Happy driving! 
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‘Imperial Tombs" Come to Utah, 


Dan Reese 
Staff Writer 


The “Imperial Tombs of China” 
exhibit, which includes over 250 
priceless objects that span over 2,500 
years, has come to Brigham Young 
University’s Museum of Art. This is 
the most extensive Chinese art col- 
lection ever shown in the United 
States. The exhibit opened Novem- 
ber 1, 1995, at BYU. This exhibit has 
been touring across the country and 
will stay at BYU until March 16. The 
cost of bringing “Imperial Tombs” to 
BYU is two million dollars; for as- 
sembling, transporting, securing, 
and insuring the priceless objects re- 
ports the Salt Lake Tribune. 

The tour itself is a neat experi- 
ence. You take a self-guided tour of 
the museum, but you listen to a per- 
sonal cassette player. The tape 
guides and directs you through the 
exhibit, and you can stop the tape at 
any time to look more intently and 
closely at other displays. Another 
plus is that the tour isn’t too-long, 
only about an hour. 

The exhibit’s focus is on the life 
of the aristocracy in Chinese history. 
The museum is arranged in chrono- 
logical order of eras. Two ten-ton li- 
ons greet visitors as they first enter 
the museum. The environment of 
the museum is based according to 
the lavish aristocratic palaces. The 


What I Wanna Be... 


Jessica Rinehart 
Staff Writer 


The wind buckled his knees 
together sending chill after vibrant 


tomb of Marquis Yi contains ten tons 
of artifacts like cooking utensils, 
weapons, ornaments, and musical 
instruments. These artifacts tell of 
the religion and brutal upper class 
leadership requiring the highly 
skilled craftsmanship to make the 
objects last for thousands of years. 
Hundreds of thousands of people 
were forced to build and maintain 
the tombs of this ancient society. 

Extravagant burials were usual 
for emperors. During the Warring 
States Period it was custom for the 
emperor’s wife and female servants 
to accompany him in death. It was 
the belief back then thatall the things 
a person had in life were moved into 
one’s tomb for use in the under- 
world. Therefore, many emperors 
spent their entire reign building their 
tomb and preparing their belongings 
to be buried with them. 

The most popular artifacts in 
the “Imperial Tombs of China” may 
be four standing figures and a horse. 
These were part of over 6,000 other 
‘Terra-Cotta Warrior statues, found in 
1974, and are 2,000 years old. An- 
other popular object in the exhibit is 
the jade burial suit of Prince Lui Sui 
of the Han Dynasty. Two thousand 
and seven intricate flat jade pieces 
are held together by gold thread, and 
itis estimated to have taken ten years 
to finish. 

Just before you leave the ex- 


agers, we know we are suppose to 
beat least thinking about these deci- 
sions, yet we have a hard enough 
time deciding on what to wear to 
school. 


chill up his Ms. All- 
back, then fi- sop gave me a 
nally coming few pointers on 
to a hair- rais- what we 
ing bubble at should have in 
the base of his mind. She said, 
neck. He “I believe kids 
looked out should be 
into the dark- thinking about 
ness from the some of the de- 
dim glowing cisions they’re 
back porch making right 
light and real- now; those de- 
ized, “I’m an cisions will af- 
adult now.” fect their ability 

Some to get the ca- 
people seem reers that they 
to have their choose later on 
whole lives in life. A lot of 
etched in kids are still de- 
black perma- ciding on the 
nent marker. Vima things they 
From step to A Ome me want to do. 
leaping stride, oe aoa When you're in 
they know ex- high school, 


actly what they want, what they're 
going to be, and how to get to where 
they want to go. Don’t those seldom 
and few decisive people drive you 
crazy? 

High school is the age where a 
lot of people make some long-term 
decisions as to what they want to be. 
What can I do for the rest of my life 
that I might enjoy? What will make 
me happy, and do Ihave to go to col- 
lege? These are the type of questions 
I’'masking myself, what about you? 
The problem is that we are all teen- 


you should at least be thinking about 
your future. It can be very frighten- 
ing.” 

So Cottonwood students, enjoy 
your time in high school and be 
thinking about your futures. There 
are lots of things available to us at 
Cottonwood that may strike you as 
interesting for a career. The more 
classes that you explore, the more 
you'll be able to find out about your 
‘own personal interests. It's okay to 
not have a set path right now, just 
keep it in mind. 


hibit, you stand before a large, mag- 
nificent gold-lacquered throne from 
the Qing Dynasty. It displays sym- 
bols of the noble class; intricately 
carved dragons, cranes, plants, and 
flowers. It is one of the largest dis- 
plays in the exhibit. 

The “Imperial Tombs of China” 
is running now through March 16, 
1996. The museum is open Monday- 
Saturday, 9 A.M. to 11 PM. Admis- 
sion is $8 for adults and a discounted 
price of $3.50 for church groups. 
Family passes are available for $30. 
For more information call 1-800-322- 
BYU1. 

To tour this exhibit was a very 
remarkable and memorable event. 
The priceless objects were magnifi- 
cent to see up close. All the artifacts 
were of great quality and were pains- 
takingly intricate. It was surpirsing 
that the exhibits were in such good 
condition. 

To visit the “Imperial Tombs of 
China” is a once-in-a-lifetime oppor- 
tunity, considering it comes from 21 
different museums spread all over 
China. It would take many weeks 
just to visit each museum, and now 
you have a great chance to see all 
these priceless objects in one 
musuem close to home. I would 
strongly encourage anyone to visit 
and learn more about this ancient, 
mythical culture and civilization. 


ConnieTrue Jensen 
Associate Editor 


We know that they exist, but 
few people know what they do. 
They are the dark, they are the 
unknown, they are curfew laws. 

Officer Holmes of the Salt 
Lake City Police Department said 
that curfew laws are in place “to 
help keep juveniles off the streets 
and out of trouble and harm's 
way.” The law specifically states 
that anyone under sixteen is in vio- 
lation of the law if they are loiter- 
ing on a sidewalk, street corner, 
alley way, or public place between 
the hours of 10 PM., or 11 PM. day- 
light savings time, and 5 A.M. in 
the morning. The laws for people 
under eighteen are essentially the 
same, but the hours are 12 mid- 
night, or 1 A.M.; day light savings 
time, and 5 A.M. 

These laws aren’t enforced 
very strongly, however, because 
the police just don’thave the man- 
power. But, if you are caught 
breaking curfew by some off 
chance, you could be referred to 
juvenile court, and either taken 
home or to youth services. 

There are exceptions to these 
laws, reasons why you can be “9 
past curfew. If you are going t 
and from work, are going to a 
sporting event or a church func- 
tion, or if your parents know where 
youre, what you're doing and can 
vouch for you, it is perfectly legal 
for you to be out past midnight. 
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Animal Abuse Happens Every Day 


@. Varallo 


Staff Writer 


On top ofall of the other prob- 
lems in the world, many people ig- 
nore another very important one 
abuse of pets. Whether in the home, 
on the street, in the pound, the pet 
store, or with a vet, animals are 
abused every day in ways that are 
practically unthinkable. 

Remember when you were a 
little kid and you thought it was 
funny to pick your cat up by the tail? 
Well, you were too young to realize 
it then, but you were abusing one of 
the millions of animals in this world 
that are abused every day. 

From Jan, 1, 1995, to Oct. 31, 
1995, 200 plus dogs were denied food 
water and shelter; 49 dogs were 
beaten; 22 dogs were left in a car; 6 
were poisoned; 23 were injured or ill 
and not cared for; 3 were abandoned; 
3had their mouths taped shut; there 
was 1 case of bestiality; and the un- 
thinkable, men working at a con- 
struction sight killed a dog by sta- 
pling it to death with a staple gun. 
These are just the cases in Utah. 

You buy a pet from a pet store 
thinking you have just boughta per- 
fect, healthy, tamed pet. Don’t be so 
sure. Since Jan. 1, 1995 to Oct. 1,1995, 
there have been 27 complaints of pet 
stores, mostly for pet viruses, dead 
in the tank, birds tormenting 

rach other, and no one doing any- 
thing about it. 

Now here’s an animal people 
don’t usually have hanging out in 


c 


the back yard or cuddle up with at 
night, but if you own a ranch you 
most likely have one, a horse. Horses 
are abused just as badly as any other 
animals; from Jan.1,1995 to 
Oct.1,1995 there were 73 cases of 
horses without food, water, or shel- 
ter; 10 injured or ill with no care; 1 
was shot; 4 cases of having stables 
too small; 2 were beaten; and again, 
the unthinkable, a horse was tied to 
a tire of a car and dragged. These 
are just the ones that have been re- 
ported. The cases are usually re- 
ported by a neighbor, spouse, or a 
child. The only problem isif there is 
no proof, nothing happens. 

We have also had problems 
with governmental facilities. There 
have been 13 complaints on animal 
control (what a surprise); 2 com- 


plaints with groomers; 4 complaints 
with restaurant and store owners for 
keeping fish or lobster in too low of 
a temperature; 1 incident where a 
police officer shot a dog so he could 
make a drug bust; 2 complaints on 
zoos, stables, pet stores and transit 
authorities. 

When these complaints come 
into the Cruelty Department at the 
Humane Society they ask the 
complainee their side of the story 
and have the owner tell theirs. 
Sometimes it turns out the 
complainee had the wrong idea, but 
most of the time, they are right on 
the money. When the Humane Soci- 
ety proves it, they can usually only 
go as far as educating the owner on 
how to treat the animals, because 
that is all the complainee usually 


asks them to do; rarely is the case 
taken to court. If the owner is found 
guilty, they may serve up to ninety 
days in jail and owe from a $750 to 
$2,500 fine. 

Animals are your friends and 
protectors for life, if you know how 
to treat them; beating them will only 
give you another enemy, one you 
wouldn’t want as your enemy. Ani- 
mals cannot defend themselves most 
of the time, or fear if they do they 
will be punished more severely, so 
be humane. Treat you animal like a 
person, because they may look dif- 
ferent, but they are on the same level 
as the rest of us. If you ever witness 
or think you know of any animal 
abuse going on around you, please 
contact the Humane Society Cruelty 
Department. 


Skyrocketing Locker Theft 


Georgia Bollinger 
Staff Writer 

Recently the problem of theft 
has been abruptly brought to my at- 
tention, and it was not by choice. 
One day while I was attending my 
aerobics class, my wallet, which was 
in my locker, was robbed of a large 
amount of money. Now I realize that 
this happens to people every day, but 
until I was faced with the situation 
personally, Inever realized how frus- 
trating it can be. This incident has 
made a small activist out of me and 
encouraged me to find out more 


contetts 


DANCE & SOCIAL CLUB 


WHAT AN ALTERNATIVE! 
MODERN * INDUSTRIAL * TECHNO 


DANCE, PLAY POOL OR HANG OUT 
AT THE COFFEE BAR - SIP YOUR 


FAVORITE GOURMET, GET 
SOMETHING TO NOSH, AND 
STILL LISTEN TO GREAT MUSIC 


THURS., FRI. & SAT. NIGHTS 
9:00 P.M. TO 1:00 A.M. 


909 EAST 2100 SOUTH 


TWO FOR ONE WITH 
THIS COUPON 


about theft in the locker rooms. 

I talked to Ms. Catten about 
this plague, and she had some strong 
feelings. “We have to police our own 
locker rooms,” she said. All of the 
gym teachers are sick and tired of the 
theft. Every year over one-thousand 
dollars worth of merchandise and 
money is stolen from the locker 
rooms. We as a student body need 
to report any suspicious activities 
and keep our friends and others from 
stealing things from innocent people 
like Eric Atkinson, who has also had 
a problem with theft. 

Unfortunately, there is not a lot 


that can be done to prevent theft: 
locking the doors will not work be- 
cause there is always someone who 
needs to get into the locker room, 
and the teachers cannot be in the 
locker rooms constantly because of 
class. 

If you have ever had anything 
stolen from you, you know that it is 
a terrible and hopeless feeling when 
you find $20 missing from your wal- 
let, or your favorite CD gone, it’s 
money down the drain for you. 
Please help keep theft down to a 
minimum this year at Cottonwood 
High School. 


Books in School are Good 


Jessi Carlson 
Comment Editor 


Students often complain that 
all the books they are required to 
read in English throughout high 
school are boring, dark and depress- 
ing, or all of the above. While the 
book may not be uplifting or inter- 
esting to a particular student, that 
person must consider why the book 
was written, the time period it was 
written in, the message the author is 
trying to portray, and finally, remem- 
ber without conflict (usually the “de- 
pressing” part), the book would have 
no point and be more boring than 
previously perceived. 

Another thing many students 
aren’t aware of is that teachers don’t 
just pick a book out of thin air and 
then make their classes read it. Be- 
fore having a class read a book, it 
must be evaluated by a committee 
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ofjunior high and high school teach- 
ers, librarians, parents, administra- 
tors, and students. The committee 
member then fills out an evaluation 
form that includes questions like, 
"Does the book interpret life hon- 
estly?” or “Are the characters real 
and vital reacting to situations cre- 
ated in the book as they mightin real 
life?” Then the evaluator rates the 
book for its readability level and lit- 
erary merit. One is low and five is 
high. 

The books students are re- 
quired to read in English aren’t al- 
ways happy and nice, but then again, 
neither is real life. The author of a 
book usually is trying to bring some- 
thing to the reader’s attention. So 
when reading a book, try to remem- 
ber these things, and instead of fo- 
cusing on all the bad, get something 
out of the book. 
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Back to the Slopes, Skiing Again 


Dan Reese 
Staff Writer 


Many of you CHS-students 
have been waiting all summer and 
fall to start skiing or snowboarding 
again. Well, the time is here. Your 
skis and snowboards have been sit- 
ting in the closet since last May col- 
lecting dust, and they’re ready to be 
used. It's time to shine them, clean 
them, wax them, and tune them up 
for the upcoming, ski season. Even 
though this November has been very 
dry, hopefully this season will be as 
wet as last year’s record-breaking 
snowfall 

Here is a list of all the reason- 
ably close-to-Salt-Lake ski resorts, 
phone numbers to call for informa- 


tion, and their rank in Ski Magazine's 
Annual Ski Report. 

Alta: #1-801-742-3333. Alta 
was ranked 11th best in the U.S. and 
Canada by Ski Magazine. 

Brighton: #532-4731. Brighton 
placed 44th in Ski Magazines’s annual 
report 

Deer Valley: #1-801-649-1000. 
Deer Valley came in at number 13 for 
the ski survey. 

Park City: #1-801-649-8111 
Park City earned 19th place in the 
survey. 

Snowbird: #521-6040. Snow- 
bird ranked the highest of all Utah 
ski resorts at 5th place. 

Solitude: #534-1400. Solitude 
earned the place of 32nd 

Wolf Mountain: #1-801-649- 


Cheer & Yell Leaders 


Dan Reese 
Staff Writer 


The cheer and yell leaders have 
been working hard so far this year, 
not only for Cottonwood’s athletic 
events, but also for the regional 
cheerleading competition held De- 
cember 2, and the national 
cheerleading competition held on 
March 16, in California, 

The cheer and yell leaders have 
enjoyed some of the biggest crowds 
in a long time at the school’s foot- 
ball games. School spirit has been 
riding high here at Cottonwood this 
year. 

For the past four years, 
Cottonwood’s cheer and yell leaders 
teams have been ranked in the 
nation’s top ten. Last year’s compe- 
titions also proved very successful 
for the cheer and yell leaders. The 


varsity squad placed second in the. 


state competition and seventh in the 
nation. The junior varsity placed 
second in state, while the sopho- 
mores placed second in state. 

The cheer and yell leaders 
know they can place first in state this 
year; they just need to keep deter- 
mined and hit all of their stunts. For 
the past three months, they have 
been staying after school every Tues- 
day night for four hours, not tomen- 
tion their additional hour and a half 
spent practicing in seventh period. 

Varsity cheerleaders Heidi 
Egan and Alisha White had this to 
say about the team before the De- 
cember 2 competition; “We love to 
cheer. We're excited for the compe- 
tition. We hope to bring a good name 
to Cottonwood.” 

The cheer and yell leaders did 
just that. The varsity team placed 
first in crowd leading and second in 
show routine. They qualified for the 


Contact individual resorts for 
more information about specific re- 
sorts or ski schools. 

As far as I have learned, 
snowboarding is allowed at: 
Brighton, Snowbird, and Wolf Mtn. 
ski resorts. 

Learning to ski or snowboard 
will earn you the respect of your 
peers. If it doesn’t work, it’s still a 
lotof fun, Itgets you out of the house 
and exercising during the monoto- 
nous Winter months. If you go to a 
resort that’s having a good deal, it 
can be very economical entertain- 
ment, which I know many students 
worry about, All Utahns should take 
advantage of our “greatest snow on 
earth.” 


Take First 


national competitions in crowd lead- 
ing, show routine, and song leading 
The JV team also qualified for nation- 
als. 

After the competition, yell 
leader Matt Little said they had done 
very well and thought they should 
have placed first in show routine. He 
also stated that this was the team’s 
best performance. 

Mrs. Gardner said that the 
cheer and yell leaders are great kids 
and have been working really hard. 


They have had great choreography. 


She was ecstatic and extremely 
proud of their performance and has 
never seen a Cottonwood 
cheerleading team do so well. She 
hopes they place in the nation’s top 
three this year. 

Congratulations to the cheer 
and yell leaders and good luck on 
your national competition! 


Does Anyone Know About It? 


Jennifer Miller 
Staff Writer 


Cottonwood hockey, when as- 
signed the article I thought, “What 
could be easier?” Wrong. What 
could be harder? No one knows any- 
thing about the team. No one knew 
who coached the team, when the 
games were scheduled or how long 
the season lasts. Iwas even told that 
the team has nothing whatsoever to 
do with the school. A little more am- 
biguity would be nice. 


The hockey team is strictly a 
community sport, coached by Gary 
Jones, who neither teaches at Cotton- 
wood, nor has any ties to the school. 
The team is not affiliated with the 
school, not funded by the school, and 
therefore it is not of great conse- 
quence that the administration know 
anything about the team. 

Why then, you may be asking 
yourself (or me for that matter), does 
the hockey team carry our name? 
Why do they adorn themselves with 


our school colors? Perhaps the best 
answer is that it was easiest that way. 
Most, if not all of the kids on the 
hockey team in any given year, are 
Cottonwood students. The team is 
for students in the Cottonwood area, 
so what easier way toname the team 
than to use the local high school’s 
colors and mascot name? 

If you are interested in hockey, 
I hope you know someone on the 
team, and I wish you lots of luck in 
finding out more than I did. 


An Opportunity for All 


Cliff Johnson 
Sports Editor 


Open gym, or Monday night 
basketball as it is sometimes called, 
is an opportunity for all Cottonwood 
students to play basketball and have 


access to Cottonwood’s great basket- 
ball facilities. Held every Monday 
night in the main gym from 6:30 to 
9:00, open gym allows players rang- 


ing from varsity team members to 
junior high students to get together 
and play basketball. A one dollar fee 
is charged at the door, with all 
money being used to support Cot- 
tonwood athletics. 

Open gym is also a great way 
to make up absences in most gym 
classes at Cottonwood. All that usu- 
ally is required is that yousign in and 


pay at the door, and then play bas- 
ketball for a few hours. 

Not only is open gym a lot of 
fun, butitis also as Coach Hale says, 
“ A great way for all people to come 
and play basketball, and get to use 
the gym at Cottonwood.” Just re- 
member, bring your basketball 
shoes, your money, and get ready for 
some great basketball. 


1995-1996 C.H.S. 
Basketball Tea: 


Boys varsity and junior varsity: 
Craig Martineau, Josh 
Neeley, Eric Palmer, Trevor Simper, 
Ryan Martineau, Todd Jenson, 
Jevan Woolley, Jeff Barbee, Scott 
Weidauer, Steve Buchanan, Sean 
Young, Shem Hawes, Brian 
Sorensen, Mike Bernstien, Shaun 
Dennery, Robbe Lehmann, Ryan 
Hendrix, Dan Geertsen, Shawn 
Andreason, Justin Prince, and 
Jacob Watts. 
Girls varsity and junior varsity: 
Kari Harker, Elizabeth 
Brinkerhoff, Lori Hendry, Debbie 
Harbertson, Heather Beasley, Kalee 
Candland, Lisa Langford, Natalie 
Cagle, Jessica Rinehart, Julie 
Wagaman, Amy Thacker, April 
Franklin, Lindsey Lawson, Amy 
Gregorcy, Kristi Chandler, 
Catherine Sonkens, Keri Bodell, 
and Amy Brown. 


SPLASH! 


Karyn Heino 
Staff Writer 


Early in November, the Cotton- 
wood swim team kicked off an ex- 
citing four month swim season 
where some of the best swimmers in 
the state competed in an intense 
meet. Among the girls who ha; 
really excelled are seniors HD 
Hausknecht, Jennie Tanner, and 
Kristi Palache; juniors Gina Gibbons 
and Angie Robinson; and sopho- 
more Amelia Bigelow. Also men- 
tionable are their amazing male 
counterparts: seniors Derek Strong, 
Chris Williams, and Tom Beard; jun- 
iors Ben Tucker, Ryan Nice, Devin 
Clay, and David Christensen; and 
sophomores Bryan Sorensen , L.B. 
Cannon, and Jason Peterson 

To do well in the sport, each 
swimmer must be absolutely com- 
mitted to improvement. The team 
has practices every morning during 
the week at 5:30 A.M. and every af- 
ternoon after school, not to mention 
Saturdays. During these sessions in 
the wee hours of the dawn when 
most Colts are still in dreamland, the 
weight rooms and pools are alive 
with silent, intense practices where 
the only sounds are splashes, sys- 
tematic beeps, deep breathing, and 
the radio. Kristi Palache explains 
why most swimmers attend prac- 
tices all week: “You gotta love it to 
come.” Jennie Tanner adds, “If you 
don’t come, you can’t get better.” 

Swim meets usually take place 
every Wednesday, and all the hard 
work from practice is put to the test. 
So far this season, the team has been 
consistent and successful. Unlike 
many other sports, swim events are 
very personal, because, as Coach 
Sorensen puts it, “Every swimmer 
has their own goals and workout: 
and [every swimmer] can see 
own improvements in technique ant 
concentration.” Coach Sorensen also 
expects both the boys and the girls 
to do well at the Region and State 
meets in February. No one can ar- 
gue that they don’t deserve recogni- 
tion, Here's to a great season! 


